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Confronting the Challenges of COVID-19: A New Global Outlook 
 
Event: E-Symposium 

Date: March 31, 2020 

 

Widespread coverage in the English media proved to be one of the contributing factors in the 

success of the first-ever E-Symposium organized by TRENDS Research & Advisory. Its 

timely and relevant subject invited media attention before and after the event. Even though the 

performance could have been bettered, it is satisfactory to note that we managed to generate 

decent coverage in the language the world reads. 

 

Before the event: 

Publication: Khaleej Times  

Date: March 25, 2020 

Link: https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-outbreak/uae-to-live-stream-first-e-

seminar-to-discuss-ways-to-tackle-covid-19-crisis  

 

UAE to live-stream first e-seminar to discuss ways to tackle Covid-19 crisis 

 
 

  

https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-outbreak/uae-to-live-stream-first-e-seminar-to-discuss-ways-to-tackle-covid-19-crisis
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-outbreak/uae-to-live-stream-first-e-seminar-to-discuss-ways-to-tackle-covid-19-crisis
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Publication: Gulf Today  

Date: March 25, 2020 

Link: https://www.gulftoday.ae/news/2020/03/27/e-meet-to-address-post-covid-challenges  

 

e-meet to address post-COVID challenges 
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Publication: INTER PRESS SERVICE NEWS AGENCY 

Date: March 26, 2020 

Link: https://www.ipsnews.net/2020/03/trends-e-symposium-address-post-corona-

globalization-challenges/  

 

TRENDS E-Symposium to Address Post-Corona Globalization Challenges 

 

 
 

 

 

  

https://www.ipsnews.net/2020/03/trends-e-symposium-address-post-corona-globalization-challenges/
https://www.ipsnews.net/2020/03/trends-e-symposium-address-post-corona-globalization-challenges/


 

 4 

 

Publication: Al-Bilad 

Date: March 31, 2020 

Link: https://www.albiladdailyeng.com/trends-e-symposium-address-post-corona-

globalization-challenges/  
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After the event 

 

Publication: The Statesman 

Date: April 1, 2020 

Link: https://www.thestatesman.com/coronavirus/six-month-quarantine-lead-global-

depression-experts-1502872685.html  

 

Over six-month quarantine could lead to global depression: Experts 
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Publication: News18 

Date: April 1, 2020 

Link: https://www.news18.com/news/world/coronavirus-crisis-over-six-month-quarantine-

could-lead-to-global-depression-says-expert-2560351.html  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

https://www.news18.com/news/world/coronavirus-crisis-over-six-month-quarantine-could-lead-to-global-depression-says-expert-2560351.html
https://www.news18.com/news/world/coronavirus-crisis-over-six-month-quarantine-could-lead-to-global-depression-says-expert-2560351.html
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Publication: Outlook India 

Date: April 1, 2020 

Link: https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/over-sixmonth-quarantine-could-lead-to-

global-depression-expert/1787540  

 

 
  

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/over-sixmonth-quarantine-could-lead-to-global-depression-expert/1787540
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Publication: Gulf Today 

Date: April 1, 2020 

Link: https://www.gulftoday.ae/news/2020/04/01/experts-call-for-collective-response-to-

covid-19-crisis 

 

 
 

  

https://www.gulftoday.ae/news/2020/04/01/experts-call-for-collective-response-to-covid-19-crisis
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Publication: INTER PRESS SERVICE NEWS AGENCY 

Date: April 1, 2020 

Link: http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/04/chinese-academic-defends-countrys-role-amid-covid-

19-crisis/  
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Lessons and challenges: 

 
• While I enjoyed the process of writing press releases and distributing them to 

friends and ex-colleagues in the media, the sharing part should be done by 
someone specialized in public relations. My friends in the media may have 
obliged once but, I reckon, they wouldn’t do it all the time. Moreover, it’s the 
system and not the individual that should be important in the organization. 

• I am willing to continue to engage with the media, and also discuss story ideas, 
but the process of sharing press releases shouldn’t ideally be handled by the 
editor. 

• I had expected WAM to carry the announcement as well as the details related to 
the e-symposium. However, they did not publish any despite my relentless 
follow-ups. We need to revisit our relations with them considering we are 
planning to do more such events and would need them on our side. More 
precisely, we should try and find out why they didn’t publish so that we amend 
our approach accordingly. 

• Two of the country’s most-read English newspapers – Gulf News and The National 
– also did not carry our news items even though they were shared with multiple 
people. Maybe we (Heba, me or both of us) need to speak to them or visit them 
and seek their advice on how we should approach them. 

• The Khaleej Times opinion editor asked me to write a column on the impact of 
Covid-19 on the Middle East’s political and economic landscapes. I wrote it 
quickly overnight because this was our opportunity to talk about the e-
symposium. The piece is yet to be published. KT also wants to explore the 
possibility of a content-sharing agreement. I need to know our policy before I 
approach them. 

• Inter Press Service News Agency is an Italy-based news organization with good 
connections with the United Nations. The organization does partnerships 
through which it provides coverage and training. Tying up with the organization 
could be good for us at this stage of our development. I have already connected 
Heba to the Director General and Editor in Chief of the organization. 

• Targeting and building relations with the international media will take time. It is 
also a question of the Center doing relentless and high-quality research so that 
they take notice. We are already on the way to achieving this and should be there 
soon. 

• Riyadh-based Al-Bilad is run by prominent journalist Khalid Al-Maeena. He has 
been trying to set up a think-tank in Washington. We can discuss event 
partnership. 

 


