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TRENDS Economics E-symposium 

Humanitarian work and sustainable development: 
Complementary relationship 

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 

 

Executive Summary 

 TRENDS Research & Advisory organized an online forum – Humanitarian work and 
sustainable development: Complementary relationship –on Tuesday, May 4, 2021, as the 
latest event in TRENDS’ ongoing symposia series, ‘Future TRENDS Forum: The World in 
2071.’ 

 Moderated by Mohammed Hamdaoui, Director of the Economic Research Department at 
TRENDS Research & Advisory, the session discussed the role and accomplishments of 
humanitarian aid and assistance programs and initiatives in the UAE and elsewhere. 
Incorporating sustainability into humanitarian aid efforts will make humanitarian 
organizations and foreign aid donors more effective and accountable. Humanitarian 
efforts, covering three dimensions of sustainable development, such as economic 
efficiency, social equity, and environmental preservation, will help improve economic 
growth and peace in the world. 

 Humaid Rashid Al Shamsi, the International Aid Advisor at the Emirates Red Crescent in 
the UAE, opened the event by giving the keynote address. His comments focused on the 
establishment, development, and numerous accomplishments of the Emirates Red 
Crescent in the UAE. The UAE Red Crescent is the UAE’s main relief and aid agency. 
Besides humanitarian assistance, it implements development and reconstruction projects 
around the world. 

 Rashed Al Hemeiri, the Director of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, United Arab Emirates, talked about humanitarian efforts and 
the principle of tolerance (The UAE case study). The UAE is one of the world’s leading 
humanitarian donors and has been at the forefront of tackling crises worldwide. In 
addition to its humanitarian and developmental donations, the country is home to the 
International Humanitarian City (IHC). A significant amount of the UAE’s foreign 
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disbursement is dedicated to charity and humanitarian aid which translates into 
supporting health and education sectors, strengthening coordination and support 
services, and providing food, shelter and non-food items to vulnerable communities. 

 Mr. Hamad Al Kaabi, the Editor-in-Chief, Al-Ittihad newspaper, United Arab Emirates, 
gave a presentation on ‘Media and the Culture of Humanitarian Work.’ Mr. Al Kaabi 
discussed several UAE humanitarian initiatives, such as the Year of Giving in 2017. The 
media played a major role in highlighting the UAE’s humanitarian vision in the UAE and 
worldwide, thereby underlining how deeply rooted its culture is on the principles and 
ideas of the UAE founding father of the nation, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. 
He highlighted the importance of the media in encouraging humanitarian action to 
ultimately promote a culture of tolerance and coexistence among the younger 
generations.  

 Abdulaziz Al Zaidi, Head of Programs Department, Zayed Charitable and Humanitarian 
Foundation, United Arab Emirates, talked about ‘International Aid: The UAE as a model.’ 
He highlighted the importance of the humanitarian approach in the thought and behavior 
of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who made it a priority to help those in need 
and support them. He also spoke about the good qualities rooted in the traditions of 
Emirati society based on the principles of solidarity and coexistence. 

 Professor Mukesh Kapila, CBE, Professor Emeritus of Global Health & Humanitarian 
Affairs at the University of Manchester in the United Kingdom, focused his remarks on the 
‘impact of pandemics on humanitarian work.’ The pandemic has disrupted societies in 
several ways: over 400 million jobs have been lost in the first few months, there were 
national and local lockdowns, hospitals were overwhelmed, education reduced or 
postponed, and travel grinding nearly to a halt. The pandemic has deepened 
inequalities in terms of access to services requiring a global attempt to prioritize 
programming amidst financial shortfalls. According to Dr. Kapila, the pandemic 
response has accelerated the demand to shift to a more equitable cooperation model 
among donors, the UN, international non-governmental organizations (INGOs), and 
local civil society organizations (CSOs). 

 Jacob Kurtzer, the Director of Humanitarian Agenda at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS), United States, discussed ‘The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the Agenda for Humanity: Complementary relationship.’ He said that 
the sustainable development goals have translated into commitments to a better way of 
working that shifts and connects funding from development programs together and calls 
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for working collaboratively across institutional and international boundaries – without 
deviating from the key humanitarian principles of neutrality, impartiality, and 
independence. According to him, Covid-19 has created new and additional barriers. 
Kurzer emphasized that domestic responses during the Covid-19 pandemic have also 
offered opportunities for learning and studying alternative models of humanitarian 
action. Learning the lessons from the pandemic can thus also provide meaningful insight 
and a direction for future efforts toward localized humanitarian efforts.  

 

Speaker’s Main Points:  

 

Humaid Rashid Al-Shamsi (International Aid Advisor, Emirates Red Crescent, The United 
Arab Emirates): Keynote Remarks 
 
The UAE Red Crescent Authority was established in 1983 and gained international 
recognition as a member of the International Federation of Red Crescent and Red Cross in 
1986. The ERC was heavily supported by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan whose 
virtues and ideals coincided with the organization’s goals. His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan took the Chairman of the Board of the Red Crescent position in 1986, and 
then became the Authority’s Chairman in 1993, which gave impetus to its efforts. In 1997, 
the role of the Authority got enhanced after Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak 
accepted the position of the UAE Red Crescent’s Honorary President. In 2001, the UAE Red 
Crescent was selected as the Second-Best Humanitarian Authority in Asia. 
 

Since its inception, the UAE Red Crescent Authority has played a leading role in promoting 
different aspects of humanitarian work on both domestic and international levels. It believes 
in the Red Crescent message of mobilizing the power of humanity to help the weak and the 
needy wherever they are and regardless of ethnic, cultural, geographic, or religious 
considerations. As part of its efforts, it also established the International Humanitarian City.  

It aims to help people with special needs and widows and to sponsor orphans and needy 
families. It also focuses on supporting and aiding those affected by natural disasters, 
conflicts, and wars by offering urgent relief and then establishing development and 
infrastructure projects to rehabilitate the affected areas for them to return to normal life. 
The UAE Red Crescent Authority is the only Red Crescent and the Red Cross Societies 
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worldwide that has a continuous program to sponsor orphans since 1986. As of today, the 
UAE Red Crescent supports more than 86,000 orphans in 28 countries worldwide. The cost 
of their care reached more than AED 1.1 billion. 

The ERC has also initiated many projects such as Ghadeer, which is aimed at helping 
disadvantaged women by marketing their handicraft products for companies and 
institutions. ERC’s most prominent partner in this area is Etihad Airways, which markets 
Ghadeer products to passengers onboard its planes. 

In health education, the Emirates Red Crescent Authority organizes many first aid courses, 
which benefit large segments of society. The ERC also focuses on positive lifestyle programs, 
the fight against addictions of all types, and contributing to environmental protection and 
pollution control. The efforts of student Crescent and volunteers are utilized positively in 
this area. The Red Crescent Society also coordinates with the UAE Nursing Society to provide 
health services for Ramadan tents set up by the Red Crescent throughout the holy month. 
Services include conducting blood tests and blood pressure measurement, distributing 
awareness brochures, and providing advice to patients. 

The Red Crescent Authority has partners in humanitarian work, both from the concerned 
national and international organizations and from partners on the local scene who support 
the ERC programs and provide valuable and continuous assistance to reinforce the 
humanitarian message of the Red Crescent Authority. 

Charitable construction, development, and reconstruction projects that the UAE Red 
Crescent implements in countries hit by disasters contribute strongly to rebuilding the 
infrastructure development and reconstruction of vital facilities. They also remove the 
effects of the devastation and destruction due to disasters, especially in health, education, 
housing, and public utilities related directly to large segments of the public. 

The development and reconstruction projects include housing health and education projects 
(digital educations) and facilitation projects. These projects have been implemented in the 
following countries: Palestine, Yemen, Pakistan, Sudan, Syria, Lebanon, Sri Lanka, 
Afghanistan, Maldives. 

 
Rashed Al Hemeiri, the Director of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, United Arab Emirates.:  
Presentation Title: ‘Humanitarian work and the principle of tolerance (The UAE case 
study)’ 
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The UAE has been contributing and supporting international development programs for 
decades. It has regularly exceeded the UN target of 0.7 percent of its annual GNI (Gross 
National Income) allocated as development assistance and is in the range of 1 percent, which 
is way above the recommended 0.7 percent. From 2010 to 2021, it has donated a total of US$ 
55.6 billion in assistance.  

Historically, the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development was already in place before the formation 
of the Union and was actively involved in foreign aid assistance. In 2016, the UAE drafted its 
first foreign aid strategy to provide better and more effective aid to countries in need. 
Broadly speaking, the UAE’s Foreign Aid Strategy is based on three pillars: humanitarian aid, 
development aid (which makes up about 80 percent of the total foreign aid), and charity. 
 
The UAE was ranked successively as the world’s largest donor in development aid relative 
to its national income. It stood by their commitment to some of their poorer southern 
neighbors in recognition of their shared history, their governing principle of tolerance, and 
their focus on solidarity and charity. But it provides Foreign Aid to different regions and 
based on humanitarian needs and regardless of race, background, and religion. The overall 
goal of the UAE Foreign Aid assistance is peace and prosperity.  
 
Another example of foreign assistance is the UAE’s response to Covid-19. The UAE started 
both a national and international assistance plan, thereby supporting more than 131 
countries and providing about 2,000 tons of medical supply, transported using aircraft and 
ships.  
 
The UAE Foreign Aid assistance is linked to the principle of tolerance. The UAE was the first 
country to respond to the plight of the Yezidi people in Sinjar. The UAE being a Muslim 
country, sent a signal that it opposes the acts of ISIS against a non-Muslim community. It also 
provided humanitarian supplies and helped in the rebuilding of churches that were 
destroyed. 
 
 
Mr. Hamad Al Kaabi (Editor-in-Chief, Al-Ittihad newspaper, United Arab Emirates).  
Presentation Title: Media and the Culture of Humanitarian Work 

 

In his intervention during the e-Symposium, Mr. Hamad Al Kaabi talked about the 
complementarity between humanitarian work and the media, considering these two consist 
the backbone for international peace and can help communities counter-terrorism. 
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Mr. Al Kaabi highlighted that the UAE had been a model for international humanitarian aid 
for the past five years under him. According to him, the core role of the media was to convey 
the UAE decision-makers’ humanitarian vision and strategy. He added that the UAE has over 
40 humanitarian organizations and entities that help implement the UAE humanitarian 
vision.  

 

Mr. Al Kaabi also referred to the UAE’s Year of Giving in 2017 and many such initiatives. 
Citing another example of the UAE international humanitarian action during the Covid-19 
pandemic, he highlighted the role the media played in highlighting the UAE’s humanitarian 
vision not only in the UAE but across the world. 

  

Mr. Hamad Al Kaabi stressed the importance of UAE’s humanitarian action globally, 
underlining that this culture is deeply rooted thanks to its founding father, the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan who always encouraged humanitarian and volunteer work. 

 

Mr. Al Kaabi stressed the importance of the media in encouraging humanitarian action, 
thanks to which we can help promote a culture of tolerance and coexistence among the 
younger generations.  

 
 
Abdulaziz Al Zaidi (Head of Programs Department, the Zayed Charitable and Humanitarian 
Foundation, United Arab Emirates).  
Presentation Title: International aid: The UAE as a model 
 
At the beginning of his presentation, Mr. Ibrahim Al Zaidi highlighted the importance of 
humanitarian efforts in the thought and behavior of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, who made it a priority to help those in need and support them. Mr. Al Zaidi spoke 
about the good qualities rooted in the Emirati society traditions based on solidarity and 
coexistence. All this has made the UAE a world leader in providing assistance that now covers 
many countries worldwide and across the continents.   
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The speaker mentioned that this happened in 1992 when Sheikh Zayed allocated a 
considerable amount of money to the Foundation to perform its tasks sustainably after it 
succeeded in upgrading several initiatives and charitable projects to the level of permanent 
work. He talked about the disbursement of the Foundation funds since its establishment, 
which totaled about AED 1.5 billion, reflecting the role it has played in humanitarian work 
globally.  
 
Professor Mukesh Kapila, CBE (Professor Emeritus, Global Health & Humanitarian Affairs, 
University of Manchester, United Kingdom).  
Presentation Title: ‘The impact of pandemics on humanitarian work’ 

    

Dr. Mukesh Kapila discussed the implications of epidemics on humanitarian work. He 
expressed his high appreciation for the UAE’s humanitarian efforts, which symbolizes great 
generosity toward improving humanitarian conditions globally. They extend a helping hand 
to countries in need and marginalized groups facing the spread of the Covid 19 pandemic. 
 
Dr. Kapila stressed that the virus had cast a shadow on many governments that have failed 
to manage and facilitate humanitarian support and provide assistance to confront the 
pandemic. The shock experienced by many countries revealed the inability of their health 
sector and the decline of their medical staff’s capabilities to limit the spread of the virus, as 
the burden of the repercussions of the pandemic impacted the poorest groups due to poverty 
and poor services. These people were thrown into a very precarious situation compared to 
others, especially since many of them lost their jobs, their income decreased, or they could 
no longer sustain themselves.  
 
Dr. Kapila attributed the poor countries’ failure to limit the effects of Covid-19 to the lack of 
capabilities at various levels. He also pointed at the absence of a social justice system and the 
decline in their incomes, which further worsened humanitarian conditions. 
 
Dr. Kapila called for strengthening preventive health, political, and economic systems in poor 
countries, so that they become neutral, responsible, and non-discriminatory, and can secure 
healthcare services smoothly and without discrimination. He also stressed the need to 
understand and respond to what the world has witnessed in terms of changes and 
developments, and expedite humanitarian logistical services without intermediary 
organizations. 
 
Kapila concluded his talk with a call to form a global humanitarian financing system that 
provides support in distress situations to many poor countries. This requires a global 
distribution chain that promotes humanitarian efforts in times of crises and epidemics.  
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Jacob Kurtzer, Director of Humanitarian Agenda, Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS), United States.  
Presentation Title: ‘The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Agenda for 
Humanity: Complementary relationship’ 
 
In his presentation,  ‘The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Agenda for 
Humanity: Complementary relationship,’ Jacob Kurtzer stressed that the Covid-19 
experience had reinforced the idea that development and humanitarian issues are not only 
something that happens ‘over there.’ There are also humanitarian and development issues 
“at home.”  

According to him, the challenge is not just to localize the international response – by 
connecting the donors to recipients and countries that are affected by climate disasters or 
conflicts – but also to connect the work that we, the United States, are doing internationally 
with the needs we have at home. Kurtzer said: “In our humanitarian assessment of 
humanitarian issues, we are no longer looking at the assessment of the United States as a 
humanitarian actor simply based on how much money we are spending and on how well we 
are spending it, but we are also situating it within a much broader framework of how our 
humanitarian portfolio fits into the totality of our political context, domestically and abroad.” 

 

In 2015, when countries launched the sustainable development goals, they committed to 
fostering peaceful, just, and inclusive societies free from fear and violence. For the 
humanitarian community that has translated into commitments to a better way of working 
that shifts and connects funding from development programs together and calls for working 
collaboratively across institutional and international boundaries – without deviating from 
the key humanitarian principles of neutrality, impartiality, and independence.  

The provision for humanitarian assistance is often seen as the first step toward securing the 
stability necessary for meaningful and sustainable development. Covid-19 has created new 
and additional barriers. However, domestic responses during the pandemic also offered 
opportunities for learning and studying alternative models of humanitarian action. Learning 
the lessons from the Covid-19 pandemic can thus also provide us with meaningful insight 
and a direction for our future efforts towards locally humanitarian action. Yet, there is no 
one-size-fits-all policy or solution for the localization of humanitarian response or the 
transitioning from humanitarian to development programs. In Afghanistan, for example, 
humanitarian actors got better access to people in need when they carried out their work 
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consistent with principles of neutrality. In contrast, development actors had a harder time 
because some parties perceived them as closer to the United States government.  
 
While humanitarian action can be a prerequisite for sustainable development, we also know 
it is not fully equipped to take on the complexity that a post-conflict reconstruction or 
development environment entails. The conversation around bridging the gap between the 
various actors and the role of humanitarian and development approaches have been central 
to a number of initiatives, such as the World Bank’s Fragility and Conflict Partnership Trust 
Fund, which have sought to strengthen the links between political, security, development, 
and humanitarian efforts.  
 
In addition to the formal partnerships discussed above, the 2015 OCHA report, entitled 
“leaving no one Behind,” described various ways in which the gap between humanitarian 
and development actors can be bridged. It suggests reinforcing national actors and enabling 
them to take ownership of their response, having a clearly defined exit strategy to limit 
dependency, facilitating coordination and communication between national, subnational, 
and international actors early on in response, and promoting a sense of shared 
accountability.  
 
These frameworks and compacts are all useful in building this more inclusive, just, and safe 
world. However, none of these can be truly successful without political will, to tackle not just 
the technicalities of humanitarian action or the complementarity of humanitarian work, but 
to address the root cause of conflicts (e.g., bringing parties to the table, negotiating just and 
sustainable solutions and creating the peaceful conditions) that allow the transition to 
development work. 
 

 


